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Aquatic weed species threaten our native ecosystem biodiversity and cost millions of dollars
nationally to remove. They are among the most difficult of weeds to control because of their ability
to propagate easily from vegetative pieces as well as seed, and the ease of their dispersal through
water flow. Because of this, aquatic weeds need to be tackled on a catchment basis: for example,
it is impossible to eradicate Water Hyacinth from your section of freshwater wetland if your
upstream neighbours have it in their wetlands or dams. With the next storm or flood, it will be back
through your property.

Permaculture (gardening for food production) is a great idea but only if you harvest your produce, and
keep exotic edible aquatic species like exotic Lotus, Cocoyam, Taro, and Chinese Water Chestnut out
of natural waterways. If you are going to grow them, then grow them in above-ground tubs or ponds, or
in off-stream dams above flood levels.

This factsheet describes a number of aquatic weeds that are particularly a problem on Lake Macquarie
Landcare sites and suggests some alternative native plants which it is preferred that people use instead
in their gardens.

Aquatic and Semi-Aquatic Weeds Native Substitute

Salvinia molesta Salvinia Azolla pinnata or A. filiculoides Native Water Fern




Aquatic and Semi-Aquatic Weeds Native Substitute

Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth Villarsia exaltata Yellow Marsh Flower
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