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We are planning an upgrade to the Landcare Resource Centre to create an even
better space for our community.
In addition to enhancing the services the Landcare Resource Centre offers, the
works will deliver a community hub for our City to demonstrate sustainable living
design principles. It will also provide a dedicated site for engagement around
sustainable living practices and volunteer support, training, coordination and
collaboration.

Grants available

Welcome to new staff
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The project involves the construction of:

•

a community centre including training room,

•

resource centre,

•

community work stations,

•

meeting room, and

•

amenities.

Pending approvals, construction is expected to start in mid-2021, and be completed
in early 2022.
Changes to Landcare services during construction
Beware paspalum
invasion
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Landcare volunteers
The Landcare Resource Centre will be closed for most face-to-face services during
construction. Our Landcare Resource Office team will still be available. You can
contact the team by calling 4921 0392 or emailing lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au.
Resources will be able to be collected by appointment or drop off to other areas,
such as libraries or community halls, or deliveries may be arranged. The Green
Team will still operate to support Landcare groups but they may meet on-site rather
than starting and finishing at the centre.

Landcare sites seeking 8
members

Plant sales

Team Leader Training

10

A selection of plants will still be available for purchase. Details regarding the plant
species available will be regularly updated on the Landcare website.

Pest species of the
moment

14

Phone orders will be accepted and limited browsing opportunities will be made
available. Details about the location will be made available in the coming weeks.
The nursery will continue to provide plant orders for projects but more notice for
orders and pick-ups will be required. We will provide further details regarding this in
the coming weeks.
….continued over page

...Continued from last page
Nursery volunteers
A limited number of nursery volunteer positions will still be available at the Centre during construction. These
positions will work closely with the staff that remain at the centre to continue modified nursery operations.
Lake Mac Grows and crop swap events
Lake Mac Grows events will continue at other locations while the centre is under construction. To find dates and
location details, join the Lake Mac Grows Facebook Group.
Further information
We will be providing regular project updates in the weeks leading up to the start of construction as well as
throughout the project. Sign up to the enewsletter.
If you have any questions about the project, please email the team at lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au.

Warners Bay Landcare join in on clean up day
More than 7000 volunteers have helped make Lake Macquarie a cleaner and greener City as part of this year’s
Clean Up Australia Day. Landcare groups, Lions Clubs, SES branches and church groups were among the
participants across the 72 Lake Mac sites, making the City the hub of Clean Up Australia Day activities in the
Hunter Region. Lake Macquarie Mayor Cr Kay Fraser, who joined Greater Charlestown Sustainable
Neighbourhood Group volunteers cleaning up a site in Whitebridge, said it was heartening to see so many people
show concern for – and pride in – their local environment.
“We have so much natural beauty to treasure and celebrate in Lake Mac,” Cr Fraser said.
“Events like Clean Up Australia Day reinforce the strong connection our community has to that amazing
environment.”
“It also reveals there are unfortunately still some people who do the wrong thing and litter or illegally dump rubbish,
and we must do what we can to reduce this problem.”

Right:
Warners Bay
Landcare
members with
their haul of
rubbish
collected—27
bags! (photo
from Ann
Loughran)
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2020 communications and events feedback
2020 was a challenging and different year and the Landcare
Resource Centre needed to change the way we communicated
with volunteers during COVID restrictions. Some of these
changes made use of new technologies and saw great new
outcomes with videos and online events. We asked our
volunteers for their feedback through a survey in Jan/Feb and
have received 25 responses summarised below.
•

Most (72%) of respondents receive our fortnightly enewsletter and the large majority said they find it useful,
interesting and like the length and frequency.

•

About half of respondents receive the hardcopy newsletter
and the large majority said they find it useful, interesting
and of a suitable length. Most prefer to receive it every 2
months in colour rather than having a black and white
monthly issue between a quarterly colour issue.

•

About half of respondents watched the nursery letters videos and the large majority found these interesting
and a useful way to keep in touch during the covid closure.

•

The National Volunteer Week online 2040 screening and panel was watched by 36% respondents (mostly
live). All respondents found this inspiring and liked the opportunity to hear these people speak online
(without necessarily preferring an in-person event).

•

About half of respondents watched the Landcare Week virtual tour in August and the large majority found
these inspiring and relevant to their Landcare work. Most liked the opportunity to tour the sites virtually but
some would have preferred an in person event e.g. bus trip)

•

Only 5 respondents watched the online Environmental Excellence in Landcare Awards presentation video
but all said they liked seeing the awards being presented at the recipient’s Landcare sites. Many of the
respondents said they missed having an in-person Christmas Party held alongside the awards.

Thank you to all Landcare volunteers that provided feedback through the survey. The results will be combined
with other informal feedback and statistics on view rates of our online resources to help inform our future planning
of events and communications. We are always keen for input and feedback from our volunteers and encourage
you to contact us on lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au or 4921 0392.

LMLVN committee meetings
The latest meeting of the Lake Macquarie Landcare Volunteer Network (LMLVN) committee was held on 9 March.
If you would like a copy of the meetings minutes please contact Debra on 4921 0392.
The Annual General Meeting of the committee will be postponed until the end of the year. The 2020 AGM had
originally been rescheduled for March due to pandemic restrictions, however the committee have made the
decision to hold it at the end of the year instead in conjunction with the Environmental Excellence in Landcare
Awards. All existing committee members will continue in their positions until then.
Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 1-2pm. Please contact Debra on 4921 0392 if you
would like to attend.
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Blue and green sheet reminder
Landcare groups are reminded to complete their Blue Book work
diary entries (or yellow books if you are a lone worker) and Green
Book induction sheets. These are important Work, Health and Safety
records and are vital in ensuring that volunteers continue to be
covered by Council’s and Landcare’s Personal Accident insurance. If
a volunteer is injured while working on a Council site, they will only be
covered under Council’s Personal Accident insurance if they have
signed-on that day in their work diary. Importantly, the information
from your work diaries is also required when your group wants to
apply for funding and/or support.
Need help getting your diaries in? Please contact the LRC on 4921
0392 if you have any questions about how to complete your Landcare
diaries. We can also send you new work diaries and reply paid
envelopes to assist you in returning completed diaries to us.

Grants available
Council Community Environment Grants
Have you got a project idea to improve your local environment or inspire
environmentally sustainable behaviour?
Not-for-profit community organisations, including Landcare Groups and School
Parents and Citizens groups, are invited to apply for Council’s Community Environment Grants.
Grants up to $5000 are available for projects in Lake Macquarie City. Applications close 5pm Friday 26 March
2021. Learn more at https://www.lakemac.com.au/Our-Council/Grants-and-funding/Community-EnvironmentGrants

Hunter Region Landcare Network workshop grants
Thanks to the generous support of the Hunter Local Land Services, HRLN once again has funding available for
a series of field-days/workshops, hosted by our Member Groups, on topics of interest to the Landcarers in their
local area.
Previous events have included woody weeds workshops, bird and frog workshops native plant identification and
creating habitat workshops. These events could also include fauna visiting your Landcare sites, managing soils,
action planning or any other Natural Resource Management topic.
This opportunity is for members of HRLN so, if your group is not a member already, please visit our website at
www.hunterlandcare.org.au to apply for membership.
If successful, your Group will receive up to $1500 for hosting the event which will improve the skills and capacity
of the Landcarers in your local area. This funding allows for guest presenters, catering and other costs of hosting
the workshop. It also provides general support for expenses the group may incur in carrying out Landcare
activities or projects throughout the year. The workshop must be held before 31 May 2021.
For further details and to apply visit the website www.hunterlandcare.org.au
If your Landcare group would like any assistance applying for grants for Landcare works, please contact Kate
Meares at the Landcare Resource Centre on 4921 0392 or lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au . Please note, all grants
applied for under the Lake Macquarie Landcare Volunteer Network require approval from the LMLVN Committee
and the Landholder.
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Welcome to new LRC staff Stephanie and Wendy

Stephanie started with us in January as our new Apprentice Landcare Nursery Officer. She will be assisting Alex
in the nursery as well as attending TAFE to gain her formal qualification in nursery production.
Stephanie has always been passionate about Australian ecosystems and was excited to find a job that would give
her some hands-on experience working with native flora and contributing to local biodiversity conservation. She
comes to us with some excellent experience and skills that she obtained while volunteering with Chittaway Bay
Landcare, a casuarina woodland on the Central Coast with plenty of weeds.
Her favourite part of the job so far has been going out in the field to collect seed. She enjoys learning how to
identify the different local plants species that they propagate in the nursery and discovering how they reproduce.
Outside of work, she loves to spend her weekends taking her dog on adventures. And although she does not have
a favourite plant she is particularly fond of ferns!
We have also been extremely lucky to have the helping hand of Wendy who has taken on the role of Landcare
Support Officer in recent months. Wendy is a highly experienced conservationist with 30+ years’ experience as a
senior zookeeper specialising in small mammal ecology and conservation.
She recently wrote about her Landcare experience after supervising a Green Team visit at Keith Barry Oval
Landcare site:
“I'm taking a break from small mammals at Taronga to work with whole
ecosystems at Lake Macquarie. What a significant life experience. A mix of
technical work (developing action plans) and practical (bush regeneration),
every day buzzes with excitement. Today for example was a real privilege we worked on a site I had only investigated on paper. Desktop research is
interesting but I wasn't prepared for the extraordinary beauty of this critically
endangered forest system, nor the surprises it yielded such as two hundred
year old giant angophoras sheltering gardens of terrestrial orchids. This
ecosystem type (riverflat redgum forest on coastal floodplain) is prime
habitat for quolls, phascogales and yellow bellied gliders, but it is almost all
gone. Thank goodness for Landcarers like Wendy Davidson! There are
stories like this all over Lake Mac; this extraordinary community is
educated, engaged and committed to conserving the local environment. I
am totally in love!”
One of the many beautiful terrestrial orchids found at Keith Barry
Oval Landcare site. This stunner is Cryptostylis subulata, commonly known as Large Tongue orchid.
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Beware of the Paspalum Invasion
By Wendy Davidson Coal Point Progress Association
Landcare

which is impenetrable to light and moisture. Once the
invasion starts to move into an area, it is only the
occasional plant, usually a weed (e.g. guinea grass)
that survives or sprouts.

Paspalum quadrifarium (Tussock Paspalum): The
plant can rapidly and aggressively invade bushland,
displacing native flora, changing fire regimes and
providing shelter for feral animals. (NSW WeedWise)
I would add that it also displaces native fauna.

The method I use to remove a tussock is to chip it
out, usually after pulling out some of the underskirt. If
possible, I chip out the rhizomes and roots as this
leads to no regrowth. The site has to be monitored,
and any regrowth chipped out. The tussock is then
piled up to let it dry out. It will not break down easily
so, once dry, the pile is moved out to the edge of the
site to act as a ground buffer to discourage seeds and
rubbish invading. With the wet summer, the local
flora has started to appear in the cleared areas,
including Eucalypt seedlings, Pratia, Hardenbergia,
and several grasses.

I have been landcaring and doing bush regeneration
for over 30 years, but I was only introduced to this
weed late last year. I have seen its invasive habit,
smothering all before it on the newly scheduled Keith
Barry Oval (KBO) site (including the area which has
recently been reclassified from EEC to Critically
endangered), and on two other sites I work on with
CPPA Landcare.
For me it is enemy number 1. At KBO I have been
clearing an invaded area of over 200 sq metres, and
documenting each visit (diary and photos). I am
planning to monitor the rate of regeneration, and the
plant species that reclaim the area, to see how the
area heals itself – for at least five years.

When the paspalum flowers and I do not have time to
chip the tussock out, I use hedge shears to cut off the
flowers, and leave them on site. I learnt this
procedure in the Adelaide Hills when faced with an
acre of flowering cassia. I then continue to just pull
off the flowers that have been produced in the week
between visits.

The weed starts out as upright blades of grass which
can start out green, but soon take on their regular
blue-grey colour. The long blades arch over and
reach towards the ground – a good structural plant in
a garden! As new blades reach skywards from a
central point, the old tough blades die off, stay in
place, and gradually develop a dome-like underskirt

In the Toronto area Paspalum quadrifarium can be
seen along roadside verges, and anywhere there is
disturbed ground. All Landcarers need to be aware of
its invasion onto Landcare sites.

Above: Tussock Paspalum removal in progress at Keith
Barry Oval Landcare site
Left: Showing the seed head of the Tussock Paspalum
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Friend or Foe?
The Formosa Lily (Lilium formosanum) may try to befriend you with its dazzling white flowers, but do not be
deceived! This wicked foe has escaped from gardens and established itself as an invasive weed in urban
bushland, road verges and drainage reserves. It multiplies rapidly with each flower dispersing thousands of papery,
winged seeds. Hand weeding is the best option for Landcarers and home gardeners. Carefully dig out the entire
bulb including some of the surrounding soil so that you catch any smaller bulblets that may have broken away. Or
at the very least, remove the flowers stem before it is able to set seed.
On the other hand, The Swamp Lily (Crinum pedunculatum) is well-deserving of your love. This friend is native to
Australia and grows naturally in swamps and along streams in coastal regions of NSW, QLD and Northern
Territory. It is very attractive with its long, broad leaves and eye-catching flowers that are pleasantly perfumed.
Swamp Lily tubestock can be purchased from our nursery at the Landcare Resource Centre. We are open for plant
sales from 8 – 3:30pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, or by appointment.
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Landcare groups seeking
members
The following groups would like to attract new
volunteers. If you would like to advertise or update your
group’s details on this page and our website, please
contact the LRC on 4921 0392.
The groups have been organised under wards and
suburbs to make them easier to locate, especially for
those wishing to volunteer close to home (see map at
right of wards in Lake Macquarie).

East Ward Groups
Suburb

Group Name

Meeting Time

Contact Details

Blacksmiths

Blacksmiths Beach Dunecare

Every 2nd Wed of the month, Meet at
9am at 8 Carawa Street, Blacksmiths

LRC 4921 0392

Blacksmiths

Pelican Area Sustainable
Neighbourhood Group

Varies

Greg 49714808

Catherine Hill Bay

Catherine Hill Bay Landcare

First Mon of the month, 3-5pm at
Carpark at Graveyard Beach

Carmel Brown 0438 499 636

Dudley

Fern Creek Gully Landcare

1st Saturday of the month (March-Nov)
9am – 12noon

Dudley

Ivy Street Dudley Landcare

Tues 8am-12noon

LRC 4921 0392

Eleebana

Stobbart Creek Landcare

Every three weeks, 8:30-10am

LRC 4921 0392

Floraville

Floraville Ridge & Rainforest Reserve

Variable

Winsome 4945 4336

Jewells

Jewells Landcare Group

Variable

Judith Cousins 4948 9452

Swansea

Lakeside Drive Landcare (cnr Wallarah
St & Lakeside Dr)

Every 2nd Wed 8:30am-3pm and Fri
9am - 3pm

Garry 0400 033 006

Swansea Heads

Crabs Beach Landcare

1st and 3rd Tues of the month

Doug Smith 4972 0551

Valentine

Allambee Gardens Reserve Landcare

Last Sun of month 2-4pm

LRC 4921 0392

Valentine

Green Point Foreshore Reserve
Landcare

Every Wed 8-11am

LRC 4921 0392

Warners Bay/
Eleebana/
Lakelands

Warners Bay Landcare

Usually 1st Sun, 2nd Thurs and 3rd Fri
of the month, 9am-12noon

LRC 4921 0392
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* Have your group details changed? Please contact the LRC on 4921 0392 to update *

West Ward Groups
Suburb

Group

Meeting Time

Contact Details

Bolton Point

Awaba Bay Landcare

1st Sun of each month, 9am-12noon, The
Ridgeway between Bolton Cl & Fulton Cl

LRC 4921 0392

Carey Bay/ Coal
Point

Coal Point Progress Association Landcare

Every Thursday 8am-12:30pm

LRC 4921 0392

Cooranbong

Cooranbong Park

Every Mon 9 –12

LRC 4921 0392

Eraring

Payten Street Landcare

Variable

LRC 4921 0392

Fennell Bay/ Bolton
Point

Kooroora Bay Landcare

8.30-11.30am, first and third Wednesday of
every month (please call to confirm)

Tony 040 889 1411

Kilaben Bay

Kilaben Bay Landcare

1st Sat of the month, 9am, Kilaben Creek meet at West end of Kilaben Rd

Ken Macpherson 4959 5340

Morisset

Lakeside Retirement Village Landcare

Varies - several times a month

LRC 4921 0392

Sunshine

Sunshine-Silverwater Landcare

1st Saturday & 3rd Thursday mornings of
each month

LRC 4921 0392 or email Marion
melugg2@gmail.com

Toronto

Toronto Lions Park

2nd Friday of the month, 8-10am

LRC 49210392

Toronto

Toronto Greenway Landcare

Every Sat from 8am.

LRC 4921 0392

Wangi Wangi

Wangi Landcare (Oval site Cnr Donelly
Rd & Dobell Dr)

Last Tues of the month, 8-10am

Janet White 4975 5715

Wangi Wangi

Dobell Drive Reserve Landcare

2nd Sun of the month 8am –10am

LRC 4921 0392

Wangi Wangi

Myuna Bay Landcare

2nd Fri of the month, 9am – 12noon.

LRC 4921 0392 or email
rmontgomery962@gmail.com

Wangi Wangi

Wangi Ridge Preservation Board
Landcare

Sun, 8-10am, meet at water tank at Cres
Rd

LRC 4921 0392

North Ward Groups
Suburb

Group Name

Meeting Time

Contact Details

Cardiff

Afton Close Landcare

2nd & 4th Sat of month 9-12, end of Close

LRC 4921 0392

Charlestown

Flaggy Creek Landcare

2nd Sat of the month, 8am, meet at corner
of Kaleen & Wakal Sts

Robert Gibson 4943 7486

Holmesville

West Wallsend District Landcare

Third Sunday of the month from 8am
Eastern Summer Time, 9am for the rest of
the year, Western end of Elizabeth St.
Holmesville

Paul Lindsay – Secretary,
WWDSNG 4953 2252

Kahibah

Kenibea Landcare (Cnr Kenibea Ave & Ocean
View Pde)

Variable

LRC 49210392

Kotara South

Tathra Landcare

Variable Sundays 8-10am. Meet at end of
Neerim Ave

LRC 4921 0392

Mount Hutton

Mount Hutton Landcare

Fridays, from 8:30am

LRC 4921 0392

Rankin Park

South West Rankin Park Landcare

Variable

Greg Wright 4952 5418

Rankin Park

Central Rankin Park Landcare

Wednesdays, Sundays

LRC 4921 0392
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Team Leader Training
Team Leader Training is held most months at the Landcare Resource Centre, Cnr Toronto & Five Islands Rds
Booragul. These free training sessions provide you with the skills to be a Landcare group leader. As well as
learning valuable environmental and safety information, you are awarded with a certificate and free educational
resources to assist with your Landcare site. The next session is:
Wednesday 24 March, 8:30am - Noon

To register your interest please contact the LRC on 4921 0392. Tea, Coffee and biscuits provided.
Numbers are limited and COVID safe restrictions apply.
If you have not completed Team Leader Training in the past five years (we can check this for you if you are
unsure of dates) or have someone in your Landcare group who would like to share the responsibilities of team
leading, please register your interest by emailing lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Other events
Tree Planting at Ash Island
Third Sunday of the month, 21 March and 18 April, 9.30am-12pm
Ash Island, Kooragang
Join a team of dedicated participants who are contributing to the rehabilitation of Kooragang Wetlands now part of
Hunter Wetlands National Park.
Bookings essential at hunterlls.wufoo.com.

Have your say on our Urban Greening Strategy
Work has begun on a new Urban Greening Strategy, a key Council
document that will help ensure the green areas in our City continue to
grow and thrive for years to come.
Trees in particular play a critical role in creating healthy urban
environments.
Council wants to hear from you about how we can make our urban areas
even greener and cooler.
For more information and to have your say, visit https://
shape.lakemac.com.au/urbangreening between 4 March - 1 April, 2021.
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Plan your plantings
Growing plants for distribution from the Landcare Resource Centre nursery
can take up to 6 months (for the plants that we have seed stock of). It is
important to note:
Some plants such as Coffee Bush (Breynia oblongifolia) and most Rainforest
plants, produce seed that can’t be stored and if seasons are not favourable
some may not produce seed for a few years!
For seed collection, limiting factors include:

•

Weather conditions for the season

•

Having a suitably diverse number of plants to collect seed from

•

Seed needs to be within reach- many trees have seed well out of reach of even our tallest pole pruner!

If your group does planting each year, it may be worthwhile to put in an advance order for plants. You can order a
set number of plants with staged pick up, dates/months in line with working bees.
We can help you choose the plants to suit your site. If you have specific species of plants in mind, ordering in
advance will increase the likelihood of supply.
Please note that depending on the size of the order, the minimum notice required for plant orders is up to 4 weeks.
If your group would like to plant this year, get in touch with us now to secure your plant order. Please email
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au or phone 4921 0392.

Keeping in touch with Lake Macquarie Landcare
Email newsletter

At the Landcare Resource Centre, we are working to
maintain engagement with our Landcare community in
safe and diverse ways. Please like us on Facebook
and sign up to our fortnightly e-newsletter - this is the
best way to keep up to date with our news and events
and opportunities for online engagement.

Subscribe to our fortnightly
e-newsletter
Email lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

You can subscribe to our fortnightly e-news online at
www.lakemacquarielandcare.org or email us at
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Website

www.lakemacquarielandcare.org

If you have suggestions for how you would like to see
us engage with you, or have ideas for maintaining
connections with your group, we would love to hear
them! Please email lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Facebook
www.facebook.com/
LakeMacLandcare

Please keep engaging with Lake Macquarie
Landcare through these channels:

Youtube Videos
www.youtube.com/LakeMacLandcare
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Does your Landcare site inspire you?
Has your imagination been roused when wandering
in the bush, wetlands and beaches around your
Landcare site? Perhaps you have felt moved to write
a poem or sketch a drawing. If so, we'd love to share
what has inspired you. Please send us your
creations at lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Our communications officer Meg has loved being
back at the Landcare Resource Centre where she
enjoys the surrounding soundscape of birds singing
and lizards darting through the gardens. She
recently created this linocut print of a Regent
Honeyeater as a birthday gift for another staff
member. Although we are not lucky enough to have
these precious birds visiting the LRC, we can only
hope that conservation strategies in the lower Hunter
and surrounding areas are successful in saving
these critically endangered birds from extinction. You
can learn more about these conservation efforts at
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/
wildlife/2021/01/the-road-to-saving-australias-regenthoneyeaters/

Green Team update
The Green Team have been busy helping out Landcare sites
around Lake Macquarie. They have worked at more than 20
different Landcare sites so far this year targeting Madeira vine,
Morning Glory, Cassia, Turkey Rhubarb, Trad, Lantana,
Asparagus weeds, Blackberry, Coral Tree and lots more! If you
would like their assistance at your Landcare site please get your
resource requests in.
If you are interested in volunteering with the Green Team please
contact the LRC on 4921 0392. Currently they operate on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursday from 8am to
12.30pm. Duties involve: Outdoor work on Landcare sites,
weeding, mulching, planting etc.

Right: Turkey Rhubarb pile dug out at Redhead
Ecoregenerators in February 2021 with Green Team
assistance
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Sad passing of Barry
Wheatley
Joseph Barry Wheatley (87Y) passed away at
Calvery Mater Public Hospital Hospice in
Waratah on the morning of 4/3/2021
He was the team leader of Kenibea Landcare
(Old Garvey Grove Landcare) from its
beginning in the 1990’s
He leaves behind a Loving wife, & family of 8
children and their families.
A note from a grateful young woman was
placed in his letterbox not knowing off his
condition (pictured bottom right). It was read
out to Barry before he was taken back to
Hospital and is just one recent example of the
way Barry’s Landcare legacy has made a real
difference to local people and the environment.
We will miss you Barry
- Richard McFayden and the Kenibea Landcare
group

Top right:

Recent letter to Barry from
a grateful local resident

Photo from Kenibea Landcare Little Flaggy Creek
Case Study showing Barry helping students from
two local primary schools plant trees and clean up
the area they have adopted, World Environment
Day 2003.

Middle: Newspaper article with photo of Barry
about naming of Little Flaggy Creek in 2002.

Bottom: Letter from local resident about Barry’s
Landcare site
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Pests of the moment: red-eared slider turtle,
American corn snake, cane toad
The red-eared slider turtle is an invasive species from North America that has been introduced from the illegal
pet trade. Known for their aggressive behaviour, they compete with native turtles and other wildlife for food,
nesting and basking sites. A recent sighting in Caves Beach is believed to be the first for the Hunter region,
raising concern for the Department of Primary Industries.
The FeralScan website now contains a new community resource for reporting high-risk non-native animals,
focussing on the red-eared slider turtle and the American corn snake. Sightings can be reported at https://
www.feralscan.org.au/
Local Land Services Biosecurity Officers have also renewed their appeal to the Hunter community to be on the
lookout for Cane Toads after a recent sighting in Elermore Vale. They advise that the best time to look is on
warm rainy nights, however you can also look in spots they may be sheltering during the day or cool weather.
Always wear gloves and protective eyewear. If you think you have found a toad, please catch it and place in a
container with air holes and some water. Do NOT kill it. Photograph the animal and report it to NSW DPI using
their online reporting form at https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/report-a-pest-or-disease or emailing
invasive.species@dpi.nsw.gov.au

March/ April 2021

14

URBAN LANDCARER

Snapped!
Check out these pictures contributed by Lake Macquarie Landcare volunteers and staff in recent months. Please
keep sending in your photos and snippets for our newsletters, website and Facebook page.

Above: Fringe Lily Keith Barry Oval by (Photo by John
Sharples)

Above: Frog friend in watering can at Rathmines
Below: Cryptostylis erecta Bonnet Orchid
Orchid at Rathmines (Photos by Barbara Hicks)

Above: Lace Monitor at Sunshine Silverwater Landcare site
(Photo by Ed Catoe)
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Plant sales Tues, Wed or by appointment

Local tubestock for home gardens can currently be purchased from the Landcare Resource Centre on Tuesdays
or Wednesdays or by appointment.
It is greatly appreciated if plants are chosen from the list on our website and they can be paid for in advance via
EFTPOS over the phone. Arrangements can be made for purchased plants to be collected from the LRC at 80
Toronto Rd Booragul. Please call us on 4921 0392 to order plants or arrange an appointment to purchase.
Discounts are available for Landcare volunteers and Backyard Habitat for Wildlife Members – current discounted
tubestock rate is $4 per forestry tube.

Perhaps you would like to promote a successful project, showcase what your group is up to or just share
something interesting happening on your site. Please send your stories and photos to Kate Meares via email
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au or post to PO Box 97 Toronto NSW 2283. Call Kate with any questions on 4921 0392.
Deadline for articles for the next newsletter (May/June) is 12 April 2021.
Thank you to all the Landcarers who contributed stories, photos and information for this newsletter.

Landcare Coordinator : Jason Harvey, Finance & Admin. Officer: Sue
Edgar, Landcare Network & Admin. Support Officer: Debra Punton (M-W),
Landcare Support Officers (acting): Simon Lubinski (M-Th) Wendy Gleen
(M-Th), Landcare Publications & Grants Officer: Kate Meares (T-F),
Landcare Communications Officer : Meg Bruce (Acting M-F) Site
Maintenance and Nursery Officer: Alex Wilson, Apprentice Landcare
Nursery Officer: Stephanie Taylor-Peters

Chairperson: Bob Montgomery, Deputy Chairperson: Lois Simpson,
Secretary: Pam Montgomery Treasurer: Ruth Hinds Other members:
Winsome Lambkin, Don Roach, and Marion Lugg, Public Officer: Garry
Stewart.
Network Email: lmln@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

The opinions and views expressed within this newsletter are not necessarily those of Lake Macquarie Landcare Volunteer Network or Lake Macquarie City Council

Landcare Resource Centre

Phone: 4921 0392

Opening Hours:

80 Toronto Road, Booragul NSW 2284

Email: lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Monday to Friday, 8am - 4pm

Box 1906 HRMC NSW 2310

www.lakemacquarielandcare.org

(current closed due to COVID-19)

Lake Macquarie Landcare is proudly supported by Lake Macquarie City Council

