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Happy New Year Landcarers and friends!
The Landcare Resource Centre is again open to the public from 8am-3:30pm
Monday to Friday. Plant sales are available Tuesdays or Wednesdays or by
appointment by calling 4921 0392.
For plant sales, we will continue to offer EFTPOS payment over the phone and
welcome people to pick-up their plants from the centre. You can choose from our
selection of available plants on our website. Plant sales are limited to two people at
a time.
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The centre will continue to have appropriate social distancing and hygiene
measures implemented to ensure our efforts in stopping the spread of COVID-19
continues. We would remind all visitors to please follow safe physical distancing and
health advice by keeping 1.5m apart, maintaining personal hygiene by regularly
washing hands, and not visiting the Centre if unwell. All visitors must sign in using
the QR code (or directly with staff assistance)
Bookings for visits are always appreciated and can be made by calling 4921 0392.

Your thoughts on our 2020
Communications
Landcare sites seeking 8
members
Kaleen St help

10

Origin funding at
Sunshine Silverwater

12

Weed of the moment

14

There is no doubt that 2020 has
been a challenging and different
year! The Landcare Resource
Centre has needed to change
the way we communicate with
our Landcare volunteers and
adapt to new technologies and
restrictions. Now is a great
opportunity to review what
worked well or what didn't.
Please give us your feedback using the enclosed survey and let us know what
new event and communication formats you might like to see more of in the future.

Environmental Excellence in Landcare Awards
As event planning in 2020 was a little difficult due to Covid, it was decided that the 2020 Lake Macquarie
Environmental Excellence in Landcare Awards would proceed in a digital capacity. You can watch a video of
award presentations made to Landcare volunteers on
their sites on our YouTube channel or Facebook page.
Congratulations to the following award winners!
Local Legend Award
Nancy Lott and Stephen
Lott- Eleebana
Residences Landcare

Newcomers Group
Award
Marmong Waters
Landcare
Alpha Close Landcare

Community Education
Award
John Sharples – Arbre
Close Landcare

Long Standing Group
Marmong Creek
Landcare

John Hughson presented the Soaring with the Eagles Award
to Robyn Gill

Bimbae Landcare
Landcare Achievers
Award

Tathra Reserve Landcare

Wendy Davidson- Coal
Point Progress
Association Landcare &
Keith Barry Oval
Landcare

John Hughson ‘Soaring
with the eagles Award’
Robyn Gill – Coal Point
Progress Association
Landcare

10 Years Service Award
Roy and Irene StannersEleebana Residences
Landcare

Special
acknowledgements

Dave and Chris EasthamIvy Street Landcare

Blacksmiths Beach
Dunecare – 30 years in
June

20 Years Service Award

Central Rankin Park
Landcare – 25 years in
August

Karen Ayliffe- Central
Rankin Park Landcare
Wendy & Craig PatrickFarm Street Reserve
Landcare

MP Jodie Harrison presented the Local Legend Awards to
Nancy and Steven Lott

Coal Point Progress
Association Landcare –
25 years in November

LMLVN Chair Bob Montgomery presented the 10 Year
Service Awards to Dave and Chris Eastham

January/February 2021

2

URBAN LANDCARER

Landcare Coordinator’s 2020 report
I would like to begin this year’s Landcare Coordinator’s report by
wishing a very happy, healthy and safe New Year to all of our wonderful
Landcare volunteers. Lets hope 2021 runs a bit more smoothly! If you
had told me 12 months ago, that within the first four months of the new
year our society would be shutting itself down, nearly everyone I knew
would be working or teaching their children from home and toilet paper
was going to be fetching $100 a packet on the black market I probably
would have been challenged to believe it. I certainly would have made
sure that our Environmental Excellence in Landcare Award winners
packs included a roll of two of extra ply, soft quilted to be held aside for
emergency purposes.
In early April, it became apparent that we were going to have to shut
down both our Landcare Resource Centre and the Landcare sites in
order to stay consistent with rapidly changing Public Health Orders.
This was a decision, which I was pleased to see was well supported by
our volunteers who realised that while working on their site probably
remained amongst the safest places one could be, that there was a
much bigger picture playing out. That slowdown in the Landcare year is
somewhat reflected in our annual statistics. So, how did your groups go
over the last twelve months?
It is probably, for once worth looking back comparatively over the last
two years:
Lake Macquarie Landcare groups:

•

Planted over 12,000 native plants in 2020, and over 11,000 in
2019

•

Weeded more than 7ha of reserves in 2020, and more than 17ha
in 2019

•

Performed more than 9,500 hours of recorded work in 2020, and
more than 17,500 hours in 2019.

So, while there was a significant (and understandable) drop in the area
covered and the amount of time spent weeding, there was actually
more planting going on, so nice work everyone.
There were also some great opportunities realised with the changes
COVID-19 brought on for us. We launched our first in a series of digital
events with our on-line viewing of 2040 and discussion panel. Putting
this together was a bit of work and a lot of fun and inspired Allira, Kate and many of our Landcare groups to be
involved in our virtual bus tour, telling their site stories by video and being part of this year's digital EEL award
ceremonies. I think it has been a case where the situation has created a surprising change and a new way of
doing things. While we are all looking forward to having face-to-face workshop together somewhere in the not too
distant future, we have also seen new ways to engage with our groups and reach even further afield to include
their families and friends on Facebook.
From all the team at the Landcare Resource Centre, it is as always the greatest pleasure to be working with and
supporting you all.
Fondest regards,
Jason
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Don’t forget your blue and green sheets!
Landcare groups are reminded to complete their Blue Book work
diary entries (or yellow books if you are a lone worker) and Green
Book induction sheets. These are important Work, Health and
Safety records and are vital in ensuring that volunteers continue to
be covered by Council’s and Landcare’s Personal Accident
insurance. If a volunteer is injured while working on a Council site,
they will only be covered under Council’s Personal Accident
insurance if they have signed-on that day in their work diary.
Importantly, the information from your work diaries is also required
when your group wants to apply for funding and/or support.
Need help getting your diaries in? Please contact the LRC on
4921 0392 if you have any questions about how to complete your
Landcare diaries. We can also send you new work diaries and
reply paid envelopes to assist you in returning completed diaries
to us.

Green Team back in action
The Green Team started back on 18 January, helping
out Landcare sites around Lake Macquarie. Please get
your resource requests in for their assistance this year.
If you are interested in volunteering with the Green
Team please contact the LRC on 4921 0392. Currently
they operate on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdays and
Thursday from 8am to 12.30pm. Duties involve: Outdoor
work on Landcare sites, weeding, mulching, planting etc.

Team Leader Training
Team Leader Training is held most months at the Landcare Resource Centre, Cnr Toronto & Five Islands Rds
Booragul.
These free training sessions provide you with the skills to be a Landcare group leader. As well as learning
valuable environmental and safety information, you are awarded with a certificate and free educational resources
to assist with your Landcare site.
The first training session for 2021 will be held in February, midweek - Date TBC. To register your interest please
contact the LRC on 4921 0392. Tea, Coffee and biscuits provided.
Numbers are limited and COVID safe restrictions apply.
If you have not completed Team Leader Training in the past five years (we can check this for you if you are
unsure of dates) or have someone in your Landcare group who would like to share the responsibilities of team
leading, please register your interest by emailing lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
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Plan your plantings
Now is a great time to look ahead and plan your 2021 plantings.
Growing plants for distribution from the Landcare Resource Centre nursery
can take up to 6 months (for the plants that we have seed stock of). It is
important to note:
Some plants such as Coffee Bush (Breynia oblongifolia) and most Rainforest plants, produce seed that can’t be
stored and if seasons are not favourable some may not produce seed for a few years!
For seed collection, limiting factors include:

•

Weather conditions for the season

•

Having a suitably diverse number of plants to collect seed from

•

Seed needs to be within reach- many trees have seed well out of reach of even our tallest pole pruner!

Planning your work year
If your group does planting each year, it may be worthwhile to put in an advance order for plants. You can order a
set number of plants with staged pick up, dates/months in line with working bees.
We can help you choose the plants to suit your site. If you have specific species of plants in mind, ordering in
advance will increase the likelihood of supply.
Please note that depending on the size of the order, the minimum notice required for plant orders is up to 4 weeks.
If your group would like to plant this year, get in touch with us now to secure your plant order. Please email
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au or phone 4921 0392.

Keeping in touch with Lake Macquarie Landcare
Email newsletter

At the Landcare Resource Centre, we are working to
maintain engagement with our Landcare community in
safe and diverse ways. Please like us on Facebook
and sign up to our fortnightly e-newsletter - this is the
best way to keep up to date with our news and events
and opportunities for online engagement.

Subscribe to our fortnightly
e-newsletter
Email lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

You can subscribe to our fortnightly e-news online at
www.lakemacquarielandcare.org or email us at
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Website
www.lakemacquarielandcare.org

If you have suggestions for how you would like to see
us engage with you, or have ideas for maintaining
connections with your group, we would love to hear
them! Please email lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Facebook
www.facebook.com/
LakeMacLandcare

Please keep engaging with Lake Macquarie
Landcare through these channels:

Youtube Videos

www.youtube.com/LakeMacLandcare
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Does your Landcare site inspire you?
Many Summer days may be too hot for Landcaring but perhaps you are still
inspired by a short walk or visit to your Landcare site. Maybe you have even
felt moved to write a poem or sketch a drawing - if so, we'd love to share
what has inspired you. Please send us your creations at
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Alex, our Nursery Officer and a volunteer at Toronto Greenway Landcare
has shared the following lovely poem.

Green
A new day the early rays waken me, but the nearby forest is only stretching its enfolding limbs and the world
within readies for the day shift.
A fern frond unfurls, it’s silent shapely promise will be green.
Green is the colour of gentle humming peace, in a world where you are but a tiny piece.
In the forest green is life and then decay brings life again.
A tiny world at work beneath our feet,
A myriad of creatures unknown and unseen the drama of nature in miniature.
Nature is loved by all...but is it? The Spiders, the slugs and the honeybee. What the of microscopic and the
undescribed?
The millions and billions of others, non-human, we share this home we call earth.
Are they not part of the web, our web?
Alex Wilson

Rob Loughran of Warners Bay Landcare is a talented
local artist and last year showed (and sold) this painting
(pictured left and below with Rob) as part of an exhibition
at the MAC gallery. The exhibition was called
“Reconnected: a recovery story” on how artists from
LMCC area coped and recovered during the pandemic.
This artwork is a pastel on paper titled “Things are so
much brighter now” and the image label reads “Our
Landcare sites in Lake Macquarie have been shut down
to volunteers during the pandemic. Soon they will be
reopening. This painting represents a reawakening of
Landcare in the City. The artist has been a Landcarer for
20 years”
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Over 55s program bush tucker video

The Lake Macquarie Over 55s Program runs from February to November, annually, with a focus on health,
safety and wellbeing. It delivers information sessions and activities to various locations across the Lake
Macquarie City.
In 2020, the program delivered a series of videos called ‘Digging with Doug and Carol” focusing on gardening
related topics. These featured Newcastle ABC Gardening Talk-back presenter Doug Twentyman and his wife
Carol. A recent video in the series involved a visit to Swansea to learn about bush foods with Landcarer Garry
Stewart and LMCC Aboriginal Community Development Officer Maree Edwards as part of NADOIC Week. You
can watch the video at www.youtube.com/lakemaccity
To find out more about the over 55s program or to register to receive a newsletter or for free events visit
www.lakemac.com.au/For-residents/Community/Over-55s/Over-55s-program or call 4921 0333.

Plant sales Tues, Wed or by appointment

Local tubestock for home gardens can currently be purchased from the Landcare Resource Centre on Tuesdays
or Wednesdays or by appointment.
It is greatly appreciated if plants are chosen from the list on our website and they can be paid for in advance via
EFTPOS over the phone. Arrangements can be made for purchased plants to be collected from the LRC at 80
Toronto Rd Booragul. Please call us on 4921 0392 to order plants or arrange an appointment to purchase.
Discounts are available for Landcare volunteers and Backyard Habitat for Wildlife Members – current discounted
tubestock rate is $4 per forestry tube.
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Landcare groups
seeking members
The following groups would like to attract new
volunteers. If you would like to advertise or update your
group’s details on this page and our website, please
contact the LRC on 4921 0392.
The groups have been organised under wards and
suburbs to make them easier to locate, especially for
those wishing to volunteer close to home (see map at
right of wards in Lake Macquarie).

East Ward Groups
Suburb

Group Name

Meeting Time

Contact Details

Blacksmiths

Blacksmiths Beach Dunecare

Every 2nd Wed of the month, Meet at
9am at 8 Carawa Street, Blacksmiths

LRC 4921 0392

Catherine Hill Bay

Catherine Hill Bay Landcare

First Mon of the month, 3-5pm at
Carpark at Graveyard Beach

Carmel Brown 0438 499 636

Dudley

Fern Creek Gully Landcare

1st Saturday of the month (March-Nov)
9am – 12noon

Peter 0488408268 www.facebook.com/
groups/350807835725694/

Dudley

Ivy Street Dudley Landcare

Tues 8am-12noon

LRC 4921 0392

Eleebana

Stobbart Creek Landcare

Every three weeks, 8:30-10am

LRC 4921 0392

Floraville

Floraville Ridge & Rainforest Reserve

Variable

Winsome 4945 4336

Jewells

Jewells Landcare Group

Variable

Judith Cousins 4948 9452

Swansea

Lakeside Drive Landcare (cnr Wallarah
St & Lakeside Dr)

Every 2nd Wed 8:30am-3pm and Fri
9am - 3pm

Garry 0400 033 006

Swansea Heads

Crabs Beach Landcare

1st and 3rd Tues of the month

Doug Smith 4972 0551

Valentine

Allambee Gardens Reserve Landcare

Last Sun of month 2-4pm

LRC 4921 0392

Valentine

Green Point Foreshore Reserve
Landcare

Every Wed 8-11am

LRC 4921 0392

Warners Bay/
Eleebana/
Lakelands

Warners Bay Landcare

Usually 1st Sun, 2nd Thurs and 3rd Fri
of the month, 9am-12noon

LRC 4921 0392
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* Have your group details changed? Please contact the LRC on 4921 0392 to update *

West Ward Groups
Suburb

Group

Meeting Time

Contact Details

Bolton Point

Awaba Bay Landcare

1st Sun of each month, 9am-12noon, The
Ridgeway between Bolton Cl & Fulton Cl

LRC 4921 0392

Carey Bay/ Coal
Point

Coal Point Progress Association Landcare

Every Thursday 8am-12:30pm

Robyn 4959 1507

Eraring

Payten Street Landcare

Variable

LRC 4921 0392

Fennell Bay/ Bolton
Point

Kooroora Bay Landcare

8.30-11.30am, first and third Wednesday of
every month (please call to confirm)

Tony 040 889 1411

Kilaben Bay

Kilaben Bay Landcare

1st Sat of the month, 9am, Kilaben Creek meet at West end of Kilaben Rd

Ken Macpherson 4959 5340

Morisset

Lakeside Retirement Village Landcare

Varies - several times a month

LRC 4921 0392

Sunshine

Sunshine-Silverwater Landcare

1st Saturday & 3rd Thursday mornings of
each month

LRC 4921 0392 or email Marion
melugg2@gmail.com

Toronto

Toronto Lions Park

2nd Friday of the month, 8-10am

LRC 49210392

Toronto

Toronto Greenway Landcare

Every Sat from 8am.

LRC 4921 0392

Wangi Wangi

Wangi Landcare (Oval site Cnr Donelly
Rd & Dobell Dr)

Last Tues of the month, 8-10am

Janet White 4975 5715

Wangi Wangi

Dobell Drive Reserve Landcare

2nd Sun of the month 8am –10am

LRC 4921 0392

Wangi Wangi

Myuna Bay Landcare

2nd Tues of the month, 9am – 12noon.
Meet at end of Eucalypt Close.

LRC 4921 0392

Wangi Wangi

Wangi Ridge Preservation Board
Landcare

Sun, 8-10am, meet at water tank at Cres
Rd

LRC 4921 0392

North Ward Groups
Suburb

Group Name

Meeting Time

Contact Details

Cardiff

Afton Close Landcare

2nd & 4th Sat of month 9-12, end of Close

LRC 4921 0392

Charlestown

Flaggy Creek Landcare

2nd Sat of the month, 8am, meet at corner
of Kaleen & Wakal Sts

Robert Gibson 4943 7486

Holmesville

West Wallsend District Landcare

Third Sunday of the month from 8am
Eastern Summer Time, 9am for the rest of
the year, Western end of Elizabeth St.
Holmesville

Paul Lindsay – Secretary,
WWDSNG 4953 2252

Kahibah

Kenibea Landcare (Cnr Kenibea Ave & Ocean
View Pde)

Variable

Barry Wheatley 4943 2250

Kotara South

Tathra Landcare

Sundays 7:30-9:30am. Meet at end of
Neerim Ave

LRC 4921 0392

Mount Hutton

Mount Hutton Landcare

Fridays, from 8:30am

LRC 4921 0392

Rankin Park

South West Rankin Park Landcare

Variable

Greg Wright 4952 5418

Rankin Park

Central Rankin Park Landcare

Wednesdays, Sundays

LRC 4921 0392
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Newcastle Permanent staff help out Kaleen St
By Jonathan Wood, Kaleen Street Renegades Landcare
We would like to thank Newcastle Permanent for their corporate volunteer day they had with us on Friday 11
December. The weather was perfect in the end, everyone seemed to have a great time and we made significant
progress in both the Landcare sites.
Both Landcare sites are located on Kaleen Street, Charlestown situated alongside Flaggy Creek and the
Yuelarbah Track (part of the Great North Walk that extends 160km from Sydney to Newcastle). The team
tackled the first Landcare site in the morning which was established in 2019 - the most weed-infested section of
Flaggy Creek. The team removed a substantial
area of blackberry, privet, morning glory, lantana,
honeysuckle and numerous other weeds to prepare
the area for mulching and planting in April
2021. The highlight was the communal effort in
freeing a large tree from being completely covered
in vines - the base of which we had not seen since
moving there 4 years ago. After a well-deserved
break, the team then tackled the second landcare
site which has been operating once a month for the
last 20 years! They helped clear morning glory and
madeira vine from suffocating the trees planted last
year and give them some space to grow and allow
native seedlings to pop-up.
It was such a fantastic day that we would more than
welcome a Newcastle Permanent team back again.

Grants available
Hunter Region Landcare Network workshop grants
Thanks to the generous support of the Hunter Local Land Services, HRLN once again has funding available for
a series of field-days/workshops, hosted by our Member Groups, on topics of interest to the Landcarers in their
local area.
Previous events have included woody weeds workshops, bird and frog workshops native plant identification and
creating habitat workshops. These events could also include fauna visiting your Landcare sites, managing soils,
action planning or any other Natural Resource Management topic.
This opportunity is for members of HRLN so, if your group is not a member already, please visit our website at
www.hunterlandcare.org.au to apply for membership.
If successful, your Group will receive up to $1500 for hosting the event which will improve the skills and capacity
of the Landcarers in your local area. This funding allows for guest presenters, catering and other costs of hosting
the workshop. It also provides general support for expenses the group may incur in carrying out Landcare
activities or projects throughout the year. The workshop must be held before 31 May 2021.
For further details and to apply visit the website www.hunterlandcare.org.au
If your Landcare group would like any assistance applying for grants for Landcare works, please contact Kate
Meares at the Landcare Resource Centre on 4921 0392 or lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au . Please note, all grants
applied for under the Lake Macquarie Landcare Volunteer Network require approval from the LMLVN Committee
and the Landholder.
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Central Rankin Park unveil sign in celebration
Central Rankin Park Landcare held an event
on the 22 November to celebrate the
unveiling of a sign, commemorating 25 years
of volunteering at their site along Blue Wren
Creek.
MP Sonia Hornery, Lake Macquarie City
Council Mayor Kay Fraser, and Landcare
Coordinator Jason Harvey attended the
event.
The sign features information about a
nesting box installation project recently
completed with support from LMCC's
Environmental Sustainability grants.

People's choice award - Landcare sightings 2020
On our Facebook page, we shared a collection of all Landcare sightings we featured in electronic and hard copy
newsletters in 2020. We asked people to "like" their favourites and compiled the results in early December.
The photos with the shared number of most likes were the two below by John Sharples of Arbre Close Landcare
(L) and Bob Spargo of Kenibea Landcare (R). Well done to both talented photographers! We hope to see more
Landcare sightings come in from each of you this year!
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Origin funds help Sunshine Silverwater
Funding from Origin Energy for bush regeneration support at Sunshine Silverwater Landcare site allowed
some fantastic improvements in 2020. Landcare Team Leader Marion Lugg said the Sunshine Silverwater
Landcare group have been able to focus mostly on follow-up weeding, because Origin funding has enabled using
professionals to work on the initial removal of dense infestations of fishbone fern, pine trees and the other weeds
invading the bush.
“Our group was able to contribute over 400 hours during 2020 and weed almost 7000 square metres” said Marion
“which is a fantastic effort and meant that we kept on top of weeds like Ochna, Ground Asparagus, Climbing
Asparagus, Morning Glory, Black-eyed Susan Vine, Cassia, Blackberry and of course Lantana that keep reemerging”.
Well done Sunshine Silverwater team!

Above: Before weeding works by the professional bush
regeneration team, showing garden escapes

Above: Before weeding works by the professional bush
regeneration team, showing Fishbone Fern

Above: After weeding works on 20/8/20 with weeds
removed

Above: After weeding works with Fishbone removed
17/11/20
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Landcare recognition in Parliament
Our Landcare groups and Network have received some wonderful recognition through NSW Parliament Hansard in
2020. Hansard is a written record of parliamentary proceedings. The following community recognition statements
have been recorded:
Park Landcare, with the goal of rehabilitating the bushland
and creek. It has taken a quarter of a century for Central
Rankin Park Landcare to restore and build up the area to
what it is today. The area is now thriving, with the creek
protected by fencing, plenty of shrubs and habitats for birds
and wildlife. The group has planted around 12,500 native
grasses, shrubs and trees to form a lush, structured canopy
for the local animals to live. Recently the group installed 26
nesting boxes to attract birds and flying foxes that frequent
the area. One box is already occupied by some rosellas.
Thank you to John Fitter, Karen Ayliffe, John Abernethy,
Helen Forbes, Ian McLennan, Rhondda McLennan, Ian Moir,
John Mills, Julia Coleman, June Uhrig, Maree Costigan,
Shirley Mackenzie, Stuart Mackenzie, Zoe Disher and Mark
Disher for your commitment to Central Rankin Park Landcare
and improvement to the environment for our wildlife and
community.”

St Mary's Catholic College were recognised in NSW
Parliament on 10/11/20
Ms JODIE HARRISON (Charlestown)—”My congratulations
to St Mary's Catholic College, Gateshead, which took out top
honours at the 2020 Lake Macquarie School Environment
Awards. St Mary's was recognised for the school
community's efforts in energy saving, waste reduction and
improving the natural environment...St Mary's has had a long
-running Landcare group, who have gone above and beyond
to rehabilitate the school's local environment. To all the
teachers and students who have contributed to the Landcare
group and its work over the years…”
St Mary's Catholic College was also recognise by MP Jodie
Harrison on 15/9/20 for their Landcare efforts over the past
15 years.
Phil and Karen Buckner were recognised in NSW Parliament
on 22/10/20
Ms JODIE HARRISON (Charlestown)—”Today I would like to
recognise Philip and Karen Buckner of Dudley for their
untiring efforts in protecting and enhancing our local
environment. Phil and Karen were brought to my attention by
Mr Don Owers... Both Phil and Karen Buckner have been
active in many Landcare projects including tree planting and
the unending battle against asparagus weed which has,
unfortunately, infiltrated a large portion of local bushland…”

Eleebana Residences Landcare were recognised in NSW
Parliament on 23/9/20
Ms JODIE HARRISON (Charlestown)—”I acknowledge
Nancy Lott, a resident of Eleebana, who has taken the lead
on rehabilitating Fossil Wing Creek, which runs through her
retirement village. Nancy helped established a private
Landcare group at the village, Eleebana Residences,
following some work Lake Macquarie Council undertook to
halt erosion along the creek. The group recently obtained a
small council grant to help them work on the creek. The grant
was spent on mulch and coir netting to hold the mulch, as
well as two hundred native tube stock plants which the group
is in the process of planting along the creek…. My
congratulations to Nancy, the other Landcare members at
Eleebana Residences and the residents who have helped
them achieve this much. I look forward to learning more
about the results.”

Lake Macquarie Landcare were recognised in NSW
Parliament on 15/10/20
Mr GREG PIPER (Lake Macquarie)—”I'd like to
acknowledge the wonderful and vital work undertaken by
Lake Macquarie Landcare Volunteer Network Incorporated
under the guidance of current chairman Bob Montgomery.
The organisation has been instrumental in the ecological
restoration and sustainable management of Lake
Macquarie's natural environment for many years. We've
seen great things happen in Lake Macquarie, but without the
repair of our catchment and changing attitudes towards our
environment it wouldn't happen. Landcare has been central
to that. The organisation has more than 800 registered
volunteers in 189 groups. Each group looks after its own
patch of bush, creek, lake or foreshore and also works to
raise community awareness about the environmental issues
facing their local areas. This year alone, and amid COVID19
restrictions, these Lake Macquarie volunteers have planted
5343 native plants in our area, weeded 4.9 hectares of
bushland and provided almost 7500 volunteers hours of
labour. I congratulate the Lake Macquarie Landcare
Volunteer Network and thank each and every one of their
volunteers on their tireless work to ensure that both the landbased and aquatic environments of Lake Macquarie remain
healthy and flourish for generations to come.”

Fern Creek Gully Landcare’s Squirrel Glider was recognised
in NSW Parliament project on 23/9/20
Ms JODIE HARRISON (Charlestown)—”As debates rage
about how best to care for the unique flora and fauna that
inhabit our continent, one group of dedicated Landcarers in
Dudley has achieved extraordinary results in rehabilitating
Fern Creek Gully. The group has removed the weeds and
invasive species from the area, a patch of land behind
residences at Dudley, and planted about 1300 tube stock - a
mixture of rainforest and squirrel glider habitat trees. Squirrel
gliders, which are listed as a threatened species, are at risk
because of urbanization, habitat disruption and attacks by
feral animals. The Fern Creek Gully Landcare group has
discovered five of the cute little possums in their patch of
bushland, including a den tree! My congratulations to
coordinators Gabrielle Stacey and Peter Dalton for their
fantastic work leading this group, and to all the volunteers
who have made this possible. It's great to see a patch of the
Charlestown Electorate being made welcoming to native
animals.”

Rankin Park Landscape were recognised in NSW Parliament
on 13/10/20
Ms SONIA HORNERY (Wallsend)—”Twenty-five years ago,
Blue Wren Creek, which runs through Rankin Park, had very
few trees, trampled vegetation and hardly any wildlife.
Several volunteers came together to form Central Rankin
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Critter of the moment: Cicada
Common Name: Cicada (super family)
Scientific Name: Cicadoidea
Description: There are over 200 species of Cicada
in Australia that have been identified in this
superfamily, however some sources estimate there
are likely more than 800 Cicada species. They are
reportedly the loudest insects on earth.
Cicadas spend most of their life underground in
nymph form, often for around 6-7 years. As adults,
they may only live a few weeks. Adult cicadas have
Above: Adult Red-eyed Cicada (Photo by Dale Anderson)
stout bodies with two pairs of wings. They have three
pairs of legs and large compound eyes situated one
on each side of the head. They also have three very small glistening simple eyes (ocelli) on the top of the head.
Distribution They are found throughout Australia and in other parts of the world.
Food: Cicadas feed only on plant sap using their piercing, sucking mouthparts.
Breeding: Only male cicadas sing. They do this in an attempt to find a mate. Their adult life is dedicated to
breeding. After mating, the adult female cicada lays its eggs by piercing plant stems and inserting the eggs into
the slits it has made. The eggs hatch into small wingless cicada nymphs which fall to the ground and burrow
below the surface. It is believed some cicada species emerge at prime number year intervals to avoid predation.
References and further information:
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/insects/cicadas-superfamily-cicadoidea/

Weed of the moment: Blue Heliotrope
Common name: Blue Heliotrope
Scientific name: Heliotropium amplexicaule
Distribution: A weed of pastures, crops and fallows, roadsides,
footpaths, lawns, parks, gardens, disturbed sites, waste areas, open
woodlands and grasslands in the warmer temperate, sub-tropical and
semi-arid regions of Australia. Native of S America.
Description: A low-growing herbaceous plant with numerous branched
stems radiating from a central taproot. Its alternately arranged leaves are
elongated, hairy, and have wavy margins. Coiled flower clusters have
numerous small (5-8 mm long) tubular blue or purple flowers with yellow
throats. Fine brown seeds.
Control: Hand remove or contact the LRC to request specialised
chemical control.
References and further information: https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/
weeds/data/media/Html/heliotropium_amplexicaule.htm
Blue Heliotrope sample brought in by
Redhead Bluff Landcarer Brian Hilton
where it is invading his site
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Snapped!
Check out these pictures contributed by Lake Macquarie Landcare volunteers and staff in recent months. Please
keep sending in your photos and snippets for our newsletters, website and Facebook page.

Above: Impatiens Hawk Moth Caterpillar at Hampton Street Landcare
Site. Right: Cryptostylus orchid at Keith Barry Oval
(Photos by John Sharples)

Above: Pacific Baza at Dicks Creek (Photo by Dale Anderson)

Fungi (above) and Flying Foxes (left) at Floraville
Ridge Reserve (Photos by Winsome Lambkin)
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Follow Lake
Macquarie Landcare
Join over 1500 people who follow Lake
Macquarie Landcare on Facebook!
See all the latest news, Landcare sightings,
videos and lots more.
Send us messages and show your fellow
Landcarers your support through comments.
A great way to stay connected!
Visit www.facebook.com/LakeMacLandcare

Perhaps you would like to promote a successful project, showcase what your group is up to or just share
something interesting happening on your site. Please send your stories and photos to Kate Meares via email
lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au or post to PO Box 97 Toronto NSW 2283. Call Kate with any questions on 4921 0392.
Deadline for articles for the next newsletter (Mar/ Apr) is 12 February 2021.
Thank you to all the Landcarers who contributed stories, photos and information for this newsletter.

Landcare Coordinator : Jason Harvey, Finance & Admin. Officer: Sue
Edgar, Landcare Network & Admin. Support Officer: Debra Punton (M-W),
Landcare Support Officers (acting): Simon Lubinski (M-Th) Wendy Gleen
(M-Th), Landcare Publications & Grants Officer: Kate Meares (T-F),
Landcare Communications Officer : Meg Bruce (Acting M-F) Site
Maintenance and Nursery Officer: Alex Wilson, Apprentice Landcare
Nursery Officer: Stephanie Taylor-Peters

Chairperson: Bob Montgomery, Deputy Chairperson: Lois Simpson,
Secretary: Pam Montgomery Treasurer: Ruth Hinds Other members:
Winsome Lambkin, Don Roach, and Marion Lugg, Public Officer: Garry
Stewart.
Network Email: lmln@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

The opinions and views expressed within this newsletter are not necessarily those of Lake Macquarie Landcare Volunteer Network or Lake Macquarie City Council

Lake Macquarie Landcare is proudly supported by Lake Macquarie City Council

